




FEBRUARY 2026 THE SHPIEL  |  13

SLJC Donation Form (please print clearly)

Please make checks payable to SLJC.
*Minimum donation of $10 per person being remembered/honored.

Fund:  �‰ Chapel  �‰ Family Fund  �‰ Music  �‰ Oneg  �‰ Silverman  �‰ General

Marjorie Levinson, 9533 E Sundune Drive, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248

community bulletin board

Thanks for all the 

contributions made in 

honor of our 60th wedding 

anniversary.

— Diane & Greg Posniack

Thank you to our caring 

SLJC community for your 

support, well wishes, and 

help during my recovery 

from shoulder surgery. Jeff 

and I appreciate you all!

— Janey Burnce

Thank you all for you prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and goodies. Shelly and I can't begin to thank the wonderful extended family that we have in our congregation. 
— Arnie Henden

Please submit Bulletin Board posting requests to Geri Gould.at gerijim@hotmail.com ..
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february yahrzeitsfebruary yahrzeits

february celebrationsfebruary celebrations

Zichronam livrachah — may their memories be a blessing.

Melvin Becker
Anne Berg
Sheila Berger
Ida Gilbert Brodsky
William Buchsbaum
Marjorie Buchsbaum
Charles Clift
Essie Cohen
Barbara Cooper
Constance Dunayer
John Elias
Woody Fabert
Allan Richard Feldman
David Feldman
Benjamin Fischer
Shirley Fray

Bertha Smigel
Dorothy Stone
Isaac Strahl
Michael Wiener
Irving Zigman
Seymour Zolty

Augusta Friedman
Melissa Ger
Maurice Gerson
Betty Ginsberg
Marcy Goldstein
Frank Hasenfus
Cie Hirschkoff
Martin Hoffman
Cindy Hummel
Leo Kantor
Barbara Kaplan
Rose Kaplan
Norma Klein
Barnett Lazarus
Sadie Lazarus
Barnett Levenson

Doris Levy
Joseph Lubisch
Sylvia Memberg
Rebecca Miller
Rose Mohr
Geraldine Nelinson
Joseph Pasternack
Allan Price
Louis Raizes
Sadie Roth
Marilyn Russell
Muriel Salita
Syndi Scheck
Sylvia Sharf
Morris Sharff
Robert Smigel

BIRTHDAYS — mazel tov — another year older and amother year wiser!

  1	 Lucy Gleason
  2	 Linda Wasserman
  3	 Jane Gordon
11	 Marc Israel
12	 Marsha Levine

20	 Ruth Friedman
22	 Carol Sherter
22	 Stephanie Streeter
25	 Harvey Weiner
26	 Nancy Stutman

12	 Jose Olagues
13	 Roxanne Banta
15	 Betsey Silverman
16	 Diana Nelinson
17	 Ronald Codkind

29	 Lisa	 Gershkowitz
29	 Nessa Memberg

ANNIVERSARIES — kol hakavod — to another great year ahead together!

14	 Sander & Anita Frindell
15	 Darrell & Norma Owens

17	 Marc & Deborah Israel
19	 Tzvi & Gina Caplan

19	 Milton & Paula Lewis
26	 Judith Herrmann
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Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation
Non-Member Memorial Plaques Order Form

 A loved one has passed away who was not a member of SLJC, and you desire to create a
permanent remembrance of this person.  Can this be done?  This is a question that is often
asked, and the answer is definitely “Yes”.  We understand the importance of paying tribute to 
loved ones who are no longer with us.  A permanent non-member plaque can be purchased 
for $54.00, and there are three options for the wording of the plaque.

Simply complete the form below and mail it along with a check payable:   SLJC for $54.00
per plaque to:  Wendy Goldstein  S Lakeway Circle NW, Sun Lakes 85248.  Any questions,
call (480)548-5909.

SLJC Non-Member Remembrance Plaque
Please compete a separate form for each plaque, indication the desired choice of wording.

CHOICE 1  

In Loving Memory of _______________________________________(name & date)

                   Purchase by _____________________________________(name)

CHOICE 2

Always in Our Heart_______________________________________(name & date)

                   Purchase by ____________________________________(name)

CHOICE 3

In Remembrance of ________________________________________(name & date)

                Purchase by ______________________________________(name)

$54.00 per plaque-Make check payable to SLJC
Mail check and form to :  Wendy Goldstein, 24031 S Lakeway Circle NW,
Sun Lakes 85248.
Any question, call (480)-584-5909
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tax credit incentive grants to sljc

Your tax liability will not increase or decrease for this 
donation. Instead of giving your income tax payment to the 
Arizona Treasury Department, you can donate it to East 
Valley JCC and SLJC!

This is a win-win for both you and our congregation!

Individual income tax filers can donate as much as $495 
and joint income filers can donate as much as $987 without 
increasing or decreasing your tax liability for this donation. 
SLJC will receive 18% of the funds received by East Valley 
JCC. Once this donation has been made, East Valley JCC 
will send a donation confirmation to use for your tax 
records. Form 321 will need to be filed with Arizona 
Income Taxes for this Charitable contribution.

Help our synagogue benefit from your generous 
contribution without it costing you any additional money!

Below is a form that you can use for your donation to the 
East Valley JCC that lists Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation as 
the benefiting organization.

Use your Arizona State income tax liability and payment to benefit East Valley JCC  
and Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation

TAX CREDIT FORM

Name:                                                                                                                     

Address:                                                                                                                   

Amount of Donation (Check):                                                                                     

Benefiting Organization (AZ Tax Credit): Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation                           

Email:                                                                                                                         

Phone:                                                                                                                       

Date:                                                                                                                         

	 Please return this form to:  
	 East Valley JCC (AZ Tax Credit) 
	 908 North Alma School Road, Chandler, AZ 85224
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jewish war veterans copper state post 619
jwv aids vets experiencing homelessness | second annual coffee drive

Michelle Jameson, U.S. Vets, 
Executive Director, will 
address the issues facing 
veterans experiencing 
homelessness at the Jewish 
War Veterans Copper State 
Post 619 meeting Sunday, 
February 22 in Ballroom A, 
Oakwood Country Club, 
24218 South Oakwood 
Boulevard, Sun Lakes. 

Complimentary lox, bagels, donuts, and coffee will be 
served at 9:30 am, with speaker at 10 am.

JWV’s much-loved coffee drive, which means the world 
to the veterans who love their coffee, will culminate at 
this meeting. Anyone wishing to donate a can of regular 
ground coffee, may bring it to the February 22 meeting at 
the above location between 8:45-9:30 am.

This year, JWV Post 619 reached out to its many partners 
to participate in the campaign. Organizations collecting 
cans of coffee for U.S. VETS are JWV Posts 619 and 210; 
Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation; E. Valley JCC; Gila Butte 
Chapter, NSDAR; VFW Auxiliary #1433; Army Women 
United #68; American Legion Post 64; ARC Support the 
Troops; and Veterans Affinity.

Michelle will talk about U.S. VETS programming, issues 
facing veterans experiencing homelessness and changes 
in homeless services. Their mission is to empower 
veterans and families through housing, comprehensive 
services, and advocacy with the goal that all veterans and 
their families shall have their needs met to regain and 
maintain independence. 

U.S. Vets and JWV have a long, outstanding relationship. 
According to Michelle, “Over the years, JWV has stood 
by U.S. VETS Phoenix in every way possible: providing 

financial support during critical moments, hosting 
countless on-site BBQs and special events for our 
veterans. JWV is not just a partner—JWV is family to U.S. 
VETS, and their support has made a profound and lasting 
difference in the lives of the veterans we proudly serve 
and to me.”

U.S. VETS-Phoenix has served thousands of veterans 
since opening in 2001. Last year alone, Phoenix provided 
51,841 nights of housing, 116,642 meals, 9,888 mental 
health assessments, 276 job placements, and a successful 
move of 551 veterans into permanent homes.

They recently transitioned into a larger facility, the 
M.D. Hawkins Veterans Center in Phoenix, where 
JWV provided lunch to the veterans on moving day. 
The new facility has 142 beds of Transitional Housing, 
where veterans receive case management, behavioral 
health counseling, substance-use support, and workforce 
development to help them become independent.

Michelle Jameson is an accomplished nonprofit executive 
with more than two decades of experience leading 
mission-driven organizations through transformational 
growth. As the Executive Director of U.S. VETS Phoenix, 
she oversees the entire facility and its programs, serving 
hundreds of veterans each day. Under her leadership, 
the program has expanded significantly in both size and 
impact. Michelle brings deep expertise in governance, 
strategic planning, program design, and risk management.
                                                                                  

JWV Post 619, which meets the third Sunday of every 
month from September to June, boasts members who 
represent a wide range of religious affiliations and 
participates in philanthropic activities to help veterans 
of all faiths. To learn more about JWV activities and 
membership, contact Arthur Uram, (702) 884-4175, 
uramarthur@gmail.com.

Sunday, February 22, 9:30 am, Ballroom A, Oakwood Country Club, 24218 S. Oakwood Blvd., Sun Lakes

This was not an ordinary weekend. It was graduation day for Baxter 
Walter Wyatt, a three-year-old rescue with a year’s worth of training 
that would qualify him to be a service dog to Julian Wyatt, Commander 
of Jewish War Veterans Copper State Post 619.

The ceremony was sponsored by and took place at the headquarters of 
“Soldier's Best Friend,” a nonprofit organization that focuses on providing 
service dogs to U.S. military veterans suffering from PTSD, traumatic 
brain injury, and other physical and psychological challenges. 

continued on the next page  u

baxter walter wyatt graduates



18  |  SUN LAKES JEWISH CONGREGATION

Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America 
has a Chapter in the East Valley called Devorah Hadassah. 
We organize events, programs, and fundraising activities 
to support Hadassah Medical Center in Israel and other 
Hadassah initiatives. For more information, please visit 
desertmountain@hadassah.org or, alternatively, contact 
Marcia at garnicemarcia@gmail.com.

Literary Ladies Book Group
Our book group meets the 
second Wednesday of each 
month at 1:30 pm on Zoom. 
The upcoming books we will 
be discussing will be The Great 
Divide, by Cristina Henriquez 
on Wednesday, February 11 and 
The Lion Women of Tehran, by 
Marjan Kamali on Wednesday, 
March 11.

Out to Lunch
Gather with other women after the general monthly 
meetings to socialize and enjoy lunch together! Upcoming 
meeting dates are Wednesday, February 25 and 
Wednesday, March 25 (following the General Meeting) 
at 1 pm.

Other Meetings in March
Our next Board Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 22 
and our next General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 25 10:30 am at the EVJCC (followed by Out 
to Lunch).

Save the Date: Our Game Day is scheduled for 
Wednesday April 29 at the EVJCC. Start thinking 
about getting your groups together to play Mahj Jongg, 
Rummikub, Canasta, Clue, or any other games at this 
special event.

Devorah Hadassah sells 2026 Mah Jongg cards! 
Please contact Susan Fox at Susanesq1@gmail.com for 
ordering details. 

devorah hadassah

The mission of the organization is to improve the quality 
of life for these veterans by pairing them with trained 
service dogs to help alleviate symptoms and provide 
companionship. The program not only helps veterans 
regain independence and confidence but also promotes 
the adoption of shelter dogs. This gives the animals a 
purpose and a home while saving two lives at once, the 
veteran and the dog.

Though Julian had previously owned emotional support 
dogs over his 30-year military career, he now felt it was 
time to get a service dog to help with balance, anxiety, 
crowd control, companionship, and emotional support. It 
took over five months on a waiting list for a friend of his 
who worked at a shelter to find the right dog for Julian. 
On October 18, 2024, Baxter became a member of the 
Wyatt family — Julian, Lisa, and cats Boris and Asha.

Then began a year of intensive one-hour training periods 
two days a week with Soldier’s Best Friend trainer, Pam 
Beasley, who has an innovative approach to teaching. Every 
Monday, Baxter and Jules met Pam at East Valley

K-9 Services for an indoor training session prepared 
Baxter for several tests to obtain his certificate. “We 

trained alongside other veterans with their dogs. We 
all bonded and grew together as a team,” explains 
Wyatt. They even had airport jump seats in the training 
room, balance bars, and things for indoor training. 
Every Wednesday was devoted to social outings such as 
Home Depot, Fry’s, the shopping mall, the barber shop, 
and restaurants.

“I learned so much about myself during this training right 
alongside Baxter,” confesses Julian. “I opened up, became 
more like my old self before combat and have fallen 
in love with my life again. That’s what Baxter and this 
program have done for me,” he happily concluded.
                                                                                  

Caption for photo on previous page: Michael Kruk, 
Veteran Services and Program Coordinator for Soldier’s 
Best Friend (rt) presents Julian Wyatt, JWV Post 619 
Commander with a Graduation Certificate earned for 
completion of a year of rigorous training with his dog, 
Baxter, to become a certified Service Dog. Following 
graduation, Kruk was invited to speak at a JWV meeting 
where a donation of $3,500 was awarded Soldier’s 
Best Friend.
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