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Message from our Clergy

Haman is alive and well!

Yes, Haman is alive and well and still in Persia (Iran).  His sons are also doing well

(the Mulahs).  And the destruction of the Jews is still at the top of the list.  Purim is

almost here and we are faced with the same tragic events that gave us the celebration

of this holiday.  History is repeating itself even after 2500 years.  It is like being

brought back in time.  The place is the same, the players the same, the intention the

same.  Will the results be the same?  Where is Esther when you need her?  Where is

Mordecai?

I am reminded of Psalm 83: “O God, keep not your silence; hold not your peace,
and be not still, O God.  For lo, your enemies are in an uproar; and they that hate you have lifted up their
head.  They hold crafty converse against your people and, take counsel against your treasured ones.  They
have said: ‘Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in re-
membrance.’”  On and on the Psalmist decries the tortuous torment of the Jewish people.

You would think that this was written today because the prophesy is being fulfilled.  Have you read the venom

pouring from the mouths of the Iranians and their so-called religious leaders?  It is as though they were copying

their threats directly from the text. Do you remember Pittsburgh?  The hate and vitriol resonates, in this country,

today more than in recent memory.

I am also reminded of an essay written by Pastor Neimoller during World War ll: “First they came for the
Communists, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist.  Then they came for the Jews, and I
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.  Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up because I
was Protestant.  Then they came for me, and by that time there was no one left to speak up for me.”

And what of God’s silence?  Isaiah answered that question most eloquently: “For as the Heavens are higher
than the Earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts higher than your thoughts.” The

answer to God’s silence is our silence and inaction.  God is not silent-we are deaf.  Faith does not require an un-

derstanding, but rather our participation in what was ordained from the beginning: To live together, to work to-

gether, to be strong together, to act together.  Maybe then we can eliminate the evil that confronts us.

And perhaps as Psalm 83 ends, we too will understand: “That they may know that it is You alone whose name
is the Lord, The Most High over all the Earth.”

Haman may be alive and well, but his fate is written in sacred texts.

It is my prayer that this Purim we will begin to witness the redemption of our people, and Israel will be safe and

secure because the world will finally realize that if Israel falls all of us will not be far behind. 

HAPPY PURIM TO ALL!

Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.
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President’s Message

Ritual Committee Message

What an inspiring and beautiful service people were saying as they left the service. Everyone was excited and

inspired.  This did not just happen by accident.  Our SLJC services are planned by the “Ritual Committee” and

led by Rabbi Wiener.  This committee plans and discusses all services in order to make sure they are exciting,

religiously appropriate and run smoothly.  

We are now looking to expand the Ritual Committee with NEW MEMBERS to join our committee with new

ENERGY and IDEAS. 

If you would like to be part of this active group and bring to it even more ideas, please call Rabbi Wiener at

623-640-5913. He will be most happy to talk with you about how you can contribute to making our services

more meaningful to our congregation. 

In March 1977, we were living in Burlington, Vermont, and our children were in the first and third grades.  Our
synagogue had just had a big Purim party and the kids were still very excited.  They chatted and giggled about

what costumes everybody wore and how much fun it was to shake the groggers.  They were also excited about

the carnival-style booths and the games they played and the hamentaschen they ate.  

At the same time, we were planning our family’s Passover seder a few weeks later.  All four grandparents would

be attending, as well as my 90-something-year-old grandfather, who would be traveling to Vermont with my

parents from Boston.  Our kids were very excited about all their grandparents coming as well.   Like most

grandchildren, they were kind of spoiled by each Nana and Papa and always played lots of Sorry, Casino, War,

or whatever the game du jour happened to be.

So it was with delightful anticipation in late March that Jim and I attended our daughter’s first grade open

house, when each child had been asked to write a story about their favorite holiday. We wondered how Karen

would choose between Purim and Pesach. Her teacher, Miss Debbie, had informed all the parents that the

stories would be posted around the classroom.  We asked Karen what she decided to write about, but she kept a

very earnest look on her face and answered that she and her best friend from across the street, Sarah Fitzpatrick,

had promised to keep everything a secret.  They wanted their stories to be a surprise.

And a surprise it was!  We arrived at Thayer School and wandered around her classroom, looking for her story.

During our search, we read stories written by many of Karen’s classmates, all very cute little two or three sen-

tence tales.  Finally we found Karen’s.  It was titled, “Why I Love St. Patrick’s Day.”  

Of course, Jim and I both started to laugh.  Sarah’s family made a big green deal around St. Patrick’s Day, and

Karen always loved to participate.  But then we found Sarah’s story.  Hers was all about Queen Esther.  At age

six, these two happy little girls had unknowingly educated one another about the fun aspects of their heritage.

They loved each other’s customs and didn’t blink an eye about knowing and accepting that the other’s home

was different.  Life was so uncomplicated.  Oh, to be six again!
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Havurah Chai

Twenty-eight  Fourteen

No, this is not a sports score, but rather the years we have been blessed with Lana Oyer and Shea Marshall.

This is Lana’s twenty-eighth year as Choir Director.  This is also Shea’s fourteenth year as our organist.  Com-
bined they have given us forty-two years of heavenly experiences.

Lana:  using Hebrew letters, with numerical values, the number twenty-eight spells the word “Ahavecha” (you
are loved).  Nothing truer could be said or written.  Your dedication to our spiritual awareness is well known
throughout the Valley.  The choir you direct epitomizes the greatness that can be accomplished with devotion
and attention to the beautiful sounds that emanate from such an assemblage.

Shea:  again, using Hebrew letters with numerical values, the number fourteen spells the word “Ahavo” (love

him).  We all love your attention to our needs, your magical fingers and your love for us.  We admire your talent

that far exceeds any that we could have imagined.

Together: once more, using the Hebrew letters with numerical values, the number forty-two (the combination
of both anniversaries) spells the word “Eloha” (in the name of God).  There is no doubt that together you forge
a spiritual bond that unites all of us as we join together in worshiping God inspired by your talents.

Let us not forget our illustrious Cantor Ronda whose melodious voice enthralls us as each note that is sung lifts
us to the heights of the musical notes ascending on high.

Join with us on March 8 as we join together to celebrate the musical accomplishments of these outstanding
talented, gifted, members of our congregation.

Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.

Musical Achievements

Friends are the flowers in the Garden of Life. A new friend is one of the nicest things you can have and one of

the nicest things you can be in your special garden. Havurah Chai is like a new garden, just waiting to bloom

for you!

We are entering our 4th year as a place for Jewish Single Seniors to get together and make new friends while

taking part in interesting and fun events, monthly. 

You are invited to attend the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation for Shabbat Services on the 2nd Friday of the

month and then join our Havurah group at their Oneg Tables after the Service where you can meet our

Members.

For information contact: Lainy Sardina  lainysardina@gmail.com 480-894-0974  
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The next meeting of the Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation Sisterhood will take place on Thursday, March 21 at

the Chapel House at 1:00 P.M. Our guest speaker will be Diana Banahan who is a docent from the Phoenix Art

Museum.  Her topic will be “What’s New in Twentieth Century Art.” Her presentation will include artwork by

Matisse, Mondrian, and other acclaimed artists as well as a discussion of creative and innovative changes in ar-

chitecture and fashion. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Sisterhood

Congregational News
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Men’s Club
The Men’s Club is a social organization that meets the first Tuesday of the month from October to June. We in-
vite interesting speakers from our community to address our membership. The members also meet at restau-
rants for lunches as well as visiting interesting attractions in the Phoenix area. 

Men’s Club also collects non-perishable food for local food banks prior to monthly services curbside in front of
the Chapel. Sheldon Kruger is in charge and reports that 104 pounds of food was collected in the month of Feb-
ruary. Please donate!

The next meeting is scheduled for March 5, 2019 at 6:30pm at the Chapel Center. Our speaker will be from the
Phoenix office of the FBI. The topic will be civil rights and recent anti-Semitic activity. Wives and prospective
members are always invited to attend.

For further information contact Al Bloom albeenov@gmail.com

Passover 2019 Second Seder
Saturday, April 20th marks the night of the second Seder of Passover. The Sun Lakes Jewish

Congregation welcomes all to join us in a meaningful and fun Seder experience, led by our Rabbi Irwin

Wiener and Cantor Ronda Polesky. Children/grandchildren are encouraged to join us – prizes to all

affikomen hunters!

The Seder will be held in Palo Verde Country Club, in Sun Lakes.Contact Marilyn Behr for reservations @

(480) 895-7750. or send the completed reservation form.

We look forward to sharing the Passover holiday with you!

Community News

Shalom Hadassah
Our chapter is moving full speed ahead with more great events every month.
We start off on March 12th with an 11:00 a.m. visit to the NEW Chandler Museum located on Chandler Village

Drive across from the Chandler Fashion Mall.  No admission charges.  Two very interesting exhibits in March

are about Frank Lloyd Wright-Architecture of the Interior, and a fascinating look at Enduring Japanese Ameri-

can Internment at Gila River.  An important look at Arizona history.

Lunch will follow at Famous Dave’s (across the street) at 12:30 p.m. Self order, separate checks.  Please RSVP

by March 6th to Marsha Levine at 480-802-8911 or marsha52@gmail.com to insure restaurant reservations.

The next exciting event, back by popular demand, is our Wine and Cheese Get Together. The date is March 24th

from 3 – 6 p.m. at the home of Joan Silver in Oakwood, Sun Lakes.  Cheeses, dips, appetizers, finger foods,

aplenty!    Bring your favorite wine or beverage.  We will provide soft drinks and water.  For additional infor-

mation contact Barbara Silverman at 480-219-8341 or bsilverman44@gmail.com.   The price is $15.00 per per-

son.

If you would like to become a member of Shalom Hadassah, please contact Shirley Shalett at 480-883-9159 or

Tieman11@q.com.

Devorah Hadassah
Tuesday, March 5

Flick Chicks, movie TBD.  Please contact Barbara G.  hadassah.evinfo@cox.net  for details

Sunday, March 17

Hamantaschen Bake-off at Mireille K.’s  1:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 20

Ladies Literary Book Group at Marcia D.’s. Discussing  We Were the Lucky Ones  by Georgia Hunter at 1:30

p.m. 

Wednesday, March 27

General meeting at 10:30 a.m. at EVJCC followed by Out to Lunch.  Adele Smith will be speaking about var-

ious Hadassah annual giving options.



Copper State Post 619 of the Jewish War Veterans invites you to celebrate its 25th anniversary with a gala lunch-
eon at 11:30 a.m., Sunday, April 7 at Oakwood Country Club, 24218 S. Oakwood Blvd., Sun Lakes. The event
will pay tribute to the devoted, hardworking members of the JWV Copper State Post 619 who for the past 12
years have donated an average of $34,000 annually to local organizations that support veterans.

Tickets for the luncheon are $35 payable to JWV Copper State Post 619. The luncheon includes a choice of
prime rib, grilled salmon or vegetarian. To purchase tickets contact Adrian Bendick at (480) 510-1733. Tickets
must be purchased by March 25, 2019.

The luncheon will feature brief presentations from 10 veterans’ organizations supported by the JWV Post.
These include Stand Down AZ Housing Alliance, American Service Animal Society-Dogs 4 Vets, Veterans Fur-
niture Center, VetTix Veteran Ticket Foundation, Unified Arizona Veterans, Catholic Charities MANA House,
US Vets-Phoenix, Veterans First LTD, Phoenix VA Healthcare System, and the Arizona State Veterans Home.

Please join JWV Post 619 members in celebrating this major milestone recognizing their work to support our
country’s veterans.

Jewish War Veterans Post 619
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KNITTERS NEEDED
Israel has some high elevation, extremely cold military installations. The hats that we knit help Lone Soldiers to

stay warm on those assignments. Please help us. If you are able to knit a simple pattern, we need your hands.

Please join us for a knitting party at the home of Shelly Schwartz at 9323 E. Rocky Lake Drive on March 5,

2019 from 3:30 to 6:00PM. Any questions and RSVPs to Shelly at 480 802 3608 or Marcia Weiner 480 802

9455. Come, knit and have some fun!!!

YOUTH EDUCATION
Our 2019 Hanukkah Greetings Campaign will include over 20 education programs about Lone Soldiers to Jew-

ish Day and Religious Schools throughout the Phoenix Valley. These sessions are done either in large as-

semblies or multiple classrooms simultaneously. We need volunteers to join the instructors, to interact with

students from 1st through 8th grades, pass out materials, and collect completed letters.

Please join us – It is productive time and great fun. Call Michael Cohen at 480 895 4660

AZ Tax Credit Donation

Help those in need in the East Valley with your AZ tax credit donation
You can help Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation as you help those in need in the East Valley. For every new AZ

Tax Credit donation to the East Valley JCC Qualified Charitable Organization, an anonymous donor will give an

incentive grant of 25 cents per dollar to Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation. For instance, a $25 grant will be given

to SLJC for a $100 tax credit donation, a $50 grant will be given to SLJC for a $200 tax credit donation, etc. 

Per AZ law on tax credits for qualified charitable organizations, individuals can donate up to $400 and couples

$800 per tax year. The deadline to donate is April 15, 2019. The EVJCC can accept donations via phone at 480-

897-0588. To mail a check, please print “Tax Credit Code SLJC” on the memo line and send it to: East Valley

JCC, 908 N. Alma School Road, Chandler, AZ 85224. 

This is applicable to new donors only and is not retroactive. Donations made before filing 2018 taxes, by

April 15, will be credited your  2018 Arizona State Tax  

To learn more and to donate, visit evjcc.org/sljc.

Lone Soldier Program



Messages

Service Honors

If you would like an honor for our Friday night Services please contact Shelly Henden at 895-8851

Shelly Henden

Fund Raising
Help SLJC Fundraising  efforts!

SMILE.AMAZON.COM

When you buy on the internet just sign on to smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com and enter Sun

Lakes Jewish Congregation and we will receive a small credit back to our account.   So simple to do!!

FRY’S COMMUNITY AWARD PROGRAM

Do you shop at Fry’s, have a Fry’s card and an e-mail address?  Fry’s will donate to SLJC every time you

shop.  

Follow the instructions on our web site under donations.

Linda Brooks

Piano Concert

Featuring:Andrew O’Brien  a faculty member of

Scottsdale Community College where he teaches

piano and music history.  He has performed in the

Chaparral Music Fest, Dartmouth College, San Tan

Chamber Orchestra, and the Scottsdale Concert

Band

SPONSORED by: 

SUN LAKES CHAPEL BOARD

9230 E Sun Lakes Blvd. N, 

Sun Lakes 

Website:http://sunlakeschapel.info/

Pre-concert reception from 5:30 to 6:30 PM at the Sun Lakes Chapel House. 

There is no cost for this wonderful music experience.

Please join us for this event. We are fortunate to have such an accomplished musician with us.

Free will offering to benefit the Sun Lakes SChapel will be  accepted.
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1  Susan  (Marsha)  Tauber

3  Amy  Ruberto

6  Alvin  Frankel

6  Michael  Freed

7  Ruth   Lieberman  

7  Art  Sharf

8  Murray   Siegel

10  Laura  Blumberg

10  Martin  Winter

12  John  Becker

13  Harvey  Schwartz

13  Ellie   Trachtenberg

15  Carolyn  Arkins

15  Jeff  Forman

16  Shirley  Shalett

17  Diane   Mendelsohn

18  Barbara  Weinberg

19  Lee  Sheilah  Ross

21  Bette   Goodman

23  Maishe  Levitan

24  Barry  Berger

24  Helene  Zimmerman

25  Jim  Gould

27  Lisa  Edson

27  Stanley  Pinkus

28  Lucy  Geller

28  Jerry  Kaplan

31  Carol  Fink  

31  Sheldon  Silverman

31  Robert  Stone

2  Michael & Helen-Bernstein  Abrams

4  Barbara & Elliott  Reiss

10  Susan & Richard  Tauber

11  Martha & Norman  Lubeach

17  Ron & Gail  Kollman

26  Rabbi Irwin & Sandi  Wiener

28  Souzan & Laurence  Blumberg

Anniversaries

March Milestones

Birthdays
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Herman Alter

Harry Bernstein

Sheldon Biales

Marcia Bram

Jack Cohen

Louis Cohen

Diana Cohen Spiller

Abraham Jacob Cooper

Stanley Dolin

Samuel Dolins

Celia Eisenman

Harold Falk

Anschel Fishman

Lily Freedman

Allan Fridkin

Max Geffner

Hyman Ginsberg

Harry Glaser

Ida Goldberg

Benjamin Goldman

Norman Goldstein

Barbara Goldstein

Trouti Golomb

Gitel Gordon

Dan Gurian

Fran Hasenfus

Evelyn Huskey

Sarah Jacobson

Sidney Klein

Henry Kolb

Pauline Kollman

Andrew Kraus

Pauline Leibovitz

Doris Levy

Isabel Levy

Walter Levy

Dr. James Markin

Sylvia Memberg

Rachel Milgroom

Richard Millard

Abraham Mintz

Gerhard Muenzer

Lois Mundt

Gittel Nelson

Jennie Nigelis

Bil Oyer

Myne Pauker

Nathan Pearlstein

Sal Politi

Eleanor Raffeld

Lillian Rossini

Bernard Salita

Norma Schulman

Daurcy Schwartz

Joseph Siegel

Harry Singer

Oscar Sobel

Louis Solko

Bernard Spiller

Avraham Suffer

Anne S. Tamber

Irwing Trachtenberg

Sarah Weinberg

Larry Windt

Yahrzeits
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Thanks to Congregation Donors

Donor                        In Memory of

February 2019

Robert Stone Dorothy Stone

Karen and Gary Hasenfus Frank Hasenfus

Renee Politi Sylvia Zuckerman

Lori Linder Bernard Linder

Ruth Lavin Geraldine Goldman

Ruth Lavin Benjamin Goldman

Sander Lubisch Joseph Lubisch  

Sander Lubisch Isaac Strahl

Linda Brooks Joseph Pasternack

Sara Ruth Rossow David Karnetsky

Sheldon Kruger Harriet Kruger

Michael Kaplan Barbarba Kaplan

Benita Feldman Jerome Feldman

Sue Reeves Jack Ornstein

Wendy Feldman Kerr A. Richard Feldman

Art and Lucille Sharf Sylvia Sharf

Linda Wasserman Sadie Lazarus

Linda Wasserman Barnett Lazarus

John Becker Melvin Becker

Eleanor Miller Samuel Miller

Charles Gerson Maurice Gerson

Anita Kolikoff Rose Kaplan

Faith Roth Sadie Roth

Gail Dante Marilyn Carole Russell

Ellin Merritt Samuel Goldstein

Sheldon Raizes Louis Raizes

Joan Silver Donald Brill

Sheila Asroff Mollie Rosedale

Len and Sandy Schulman Louis Schulman

Lori Mangel Ida Brodsky

Barry Memberg Sylvia Memberg

Marjorie and David Levinson Augusta Friedman

Colette Goldstein Marcy Goldstein

Yahrzeit Fund

Music Fund
Eleanor Miller In honor of Eleanor 

Miller's  85th Birthday

Family Fund
Donor Occasion

Michael and Evelynn Freed

Rochelle Schwartz Harvey Schwartz's

85th Birthday

Oneg Fund

Donor                                          Occasion

January 2019

Doris and Ron Codkind    In Memory of Mark Nelinson

Carol Biales In Memory of Maurice Berry

Roberta Levitan In Memory of Abraham Cooper

Frances Fail Birthday of Eleanor Miller

Sisterhood Monthly donation

Donor                        In Memory of

March 2019

Jack and Diane Zelinger Eleanor Raffeld

Edith Evans Myne Pauker

Neil Tamber Anne Sommers Tamber

Frances Falk Harold Falk

Renee Politi Sal Politi

Melvyn Bram Marcia Bram

Gary Hasenfus Fran Hasenfus

Florence Klitsner Oscar Sobel

Myron Bernstein Harry Bernstein

Harvey Schwartz Daurcy Schwartz

Carolyn Cesario Andrew Kraus

Eleanor Trachtenberg Irving Trachtenberg

Eleanor Trachtenberg Nathan Pearlstein

Marilyn Koss Celia Eisenman

Ruth Lieberman Max Geffner

Morton Huskey Evelyn Huskey

Gail Dante Louis Cohen

Gail Dante Gittel Nelson

Joyce Spartonos Hyman Ginsberg

Alex Goldstein Norman and Barbara 

Goldstein

Wendy Goldstein Sidney Klein

Anita and Sander Frindell Sarah Jacobsohn

Judy and Irwin Plafker Sarah Weinberg
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Flower Fund
Donor Occasion

January

Michael Kaplan In Memory of Barbara Kaplan

March 

Robert Stone Birthday

April

Cyril Goodman In Memory of Jerry Goodman

Chapel Fund
Donor Occasion

Emiel and Dorothy Dias

Phyllis Novy In Memory of Marc Nelinson

Leah and Al Bloom In Memory of Beloved Sister

Elva

Marjorie Levinson

Mickey Friendman

Independent & Assisted Living 
The Village at Ocotillo • 990 West Ocotillo Road • Chandler, AZ • 480.400.8828 
La Siena • 909 East Northern Avenue • Phoenix, AZ • 602.702.5471

SRGseniorliving.com

A place where comfort 
and exceptional service 
come together.

  That place is an SRG Senior Living 

Community. It’s where you’ll find all levels 
of Assisted Living services, a caring staff, 
and  great neighbors all rolled into one. 
Which is why some folks call the comfort 
here “amazing.” 
 Why not come see if you share that 
same feeling at a complimentary lunch 
and tour? Please call your nearest 
SRG community to schedule.
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Sisterhood Membership Dues Form (Sept. 2018-Aug. 2019)

Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________

Birthday (month/day only):

______________________________________________________________

Please send check for $25, payable to SLJC Sisterhood, to Suzy Ziegler, 139 W. Briarwood Terrace,  

Phoenix, AZ 85045
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908 N. Alma School Rd • Chandler, AZ 85224
evjcc.org  •  480.897.0588

9AM
FREE PURIM CLASS

Taught by Rabbi Michael Beyo

10AM
INTERACTIVE READING OF MEGILLAH & CLASS

by Rabbi Michael Beyo. Cost: $14. 

11AM
PURIM EXPERIENCE

Featuring a performance by The ImproVables, an
improvisational comedy troupe group based in Sun Lakes.

Performance is followed by a kosher lunch. Cost: $14

Reservations are required by March 15.
Call 480.897.0588 or email webbc@evjcc.org. 

PURIM NOSH & WEAR COSTUME TO BE ENTERED IN A RAFFLE

THURSDAY, MARCH 21

PURIM
EXPERIENCE

EAST VALLEY JCC
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ORBITEL  
SMART WIFI

Get fast, reliable WiFi in 
every corner of your home! 

GET THE ULTIMATE 
TELEVISION EXPERIENCE!

50M
Fast

100M
Faster

200M
Fastest

Trust the Orbitel Team to keep  
you connected. Call us today.

INTERNET 
SPEEDS!

480-895-8084
www.OrbitelCom.com

Powered by Orbitel 

Ask About

TiVo    Smart WiFi   Internet

STAY CONNECTED WITH  
ORBITEL COMMUNICATIONS! 

Available in Orbitel service areas. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may 
vary.  Minimum 50M Internet service required for Tivo.  Call office for details.
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