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Messages from our Clergy

It is hard to imagine, but it is October. Unfortunately we live in an area that does
not offer the changing of colors – the leaves are green all year. If you like to see
nature in its glory, perhaps a drive north to Flagstaff or surrounding areas will
give you the opportunity to remember what seasons are all about.
It is just as hard to imagine that the High Holidays are still with us. There was a
time when the beginning of October meant the World Series. And, if you can re‐
member, the World Series of Baseball always fell on Yom Kippur. Perhaps you
will also remember the rabbi occasionally interrupting the service to announce
the score. In those days it was the Yankees vs. the Dodgers. It seemed that they
were the only two teams in the leagues.
Well, this year, we do not have the World Series yet, but we will gather for Yom Kippur, October 8 – 9. Yom
Kippur represents the culmination of “Asereh Y’may Teshuvah,” the ten days of Repentance (from Rosh
Hashanah to Yom Kippur). Our tradition teaches that starting with the Hebrew month of Elul until the
first of day of the Hebrew month of Tishrei (30 days) we prepare for the Days of Awe with S’lichot
prayers. It is sort of a dress rehearsal for the final day of Repentance, Yom Kippur.
There are so many memories of that period. The one that stands out is the midnight service. The time
was chosen, as a reminder that time was not the criteria in beseeching God. There was no time of day or
night that was an inconvenience in seeking forgiveness from God. At the altar were the cantor, rabbi,
choir, and temple dignitaries, all assembled to remind us of the solemnity of the season. The haunting
music resonated throughout the temple and we felt a sense of connection.
There are other traditions that remind us of our heritage and obligations to each other, our past, and to
God. One that we practice as a congregation is KEVER AVOT –visiting the graves of our ancestors. There
is a service at the cemetery and then individual visits to gravesites where special prayers are recited.
This year, as in the past, we will hold this service at the Valley of the Sun Cemetery, Chandler Heights
Boulevard, Sunday, October 6 – 10:30am. We will gather in the Chapel at the cemetery and then, follow‐
ing the service, the cantor and I will be available to visit individual graves for the special prayers that are
recited. I encourage everyone to participate in this meaningful experience.
Most of us have relatives and friends resting in distant locations. This is an opportunity to visit all of them
through this service. It is also an opportunity to show support and offer comfort to each other as we re‐
member everyone who meant so much to us.
Rabbi Irwin Wiener, D.D.
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President’s Message
Last month I wrote about the synagogue as a three-pillared organization: spirituality, community, and fiscal stability. Thinking about all of these, I believe SLJC needs to do better in the area of community.
I was dismayed at the last Board of Directors meeting to hear the stories from at least two current BOD
members. As they recounted their first experiences with SLJC, both said that nobody went out of their way to
welcome them in any way. For one, who was brand new to the local area, the word she used about us was cold.
The other member repeated the memory of not having anyone approach them or do anything to make them feel
comfortable as a newcomer. Fortunately for us, both eventually found their way back to SLJC.
But at the BOD meeting, we had a lively discussion about ways that we could and should be more welcoming.
Showing a laissez-faire attitude actually hurts us in terms of sustaining membership and attracting newcomers
to join SLJC. Things as simple as inviting newcomers to sit with you at the Oneg Shabbat make a huge difference. If they have someone to talk to, who takes an interest in them, it makes a huge difference in how they feel
about us. Too often when new people walk across the street alone and enter the Navajo Room, they are told that
there is no room at a table because we’re sitting with or saving seats for friends. It’s no wonder they never
come back! The simple act of moving another chair or two to your table and squeezing together makes them
feel wanted and comfortable.
Another welcoming gesture is to get the contact info of newcomers and call them, perhaps even inviting them to
join you for dinner at your home or at a restaurant. Getting to know one another helps them to feel connected,
and connections create community. By taking an interest in them, we may all benefit. We have the possibility
of making new friends, or at the very least, of directing them to SLJC activities and other people with whom
they may have things in common.
Next month at services, when newcomers introduce themselves (no matter if they’re permanent Arizonans,
snowbirds, or visitors), think about approaching them after services to let them know we’re happy they’re
among us. Remember, it’s daunting to walk into a new situation. The last thing we want or need is to lose current or future members because they think we don’t want them.
Geri Gould

Congregant’s Thank you Notes
I wish

to thank each and everyone from S.L.J.C. who took the time to send me GET WELL cards for my
recent health set-back. I care deeply for you all and for your meaningful thoughts. I send my thoughts in
return to all of you.
SaraRuth K. Rossow
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Yom Kippur Special Events
Kever Avot
Our annual Kever Avot service to be held at the valley of the Sun Cemetery, October 6th at 10:30, is a tradition that dates to the early history of our people. During the Talmudic period people were known to visit the
graves of their rabbis to ask them to intercede on their behalf before God. This was done prior tom Yom Kippur.
However, the actual tradition of visiting the graves of our ancestors began in the 14th centuryand was a strong
commitment in Sephardic communities. These visits also included requests for interceding.
Tashlich
Even though we do not offer this religious practice as we had previosly, it still is a beautiful way to “cast way”
our sins as we begin a New Year. in the book of Micah, the prophet explains that God knows our thoughts and
is aware of our actions. He suggests that casting away our sins in the depth of the oceans is an act that emphasizes our desire to start new and feel cleansed. If you have an opportunity to visit a pond or any body of water,
perhaps symbolically throuwing away the past will enhance your ability to feel the majestic magic of the holiday.
Conversation with the Rabbi
Each Yom Kippur afternoon members of the congregation join me in the Chapel prior to the afternoon service
to express feelings and ask questions that, perhaps, have been troubeling us. It is an opportunuty to open up
with toughts and experiences that offer an insight into what is occuring in our lives at this very moment. The
conversation begins at 2:00 pm on Yom Kippur day and concludes at 3:00 pm as we begin the afternoon service leading into Yizkor and then Neilah.
Break-Fast
This beuatiful experience marking the end of our Yom Kippur allows us to gather once more with the
members of our congregation. We are a community of caring devoted people and coming together is an indication of our concern for each another. I think of no better way to begin a new that with those we cherish and
with whom we share a common bond of commitment to our faith.
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Congregational News
Save The Date
The annual congregational meeting will take place on TUES., NOV 12th, in the Chapel Center at 7:00
p.m. At this time we will hear budget information, elect new BOD members, and discuss any issues of
interest to our members. Please contact Geri Gould if you would like to add an item to the agenda.

Havurah Chai

A new friend is one of the best things you can have and one of the best things you can be! Havurah Chai Senior Jewish Singles invites you to join us in making new friends while having a great time. Enjoy activities and
events, including Shabbat and Holiday gatherings at the SLJC. We have a car pool from ACE Hardware in Sun
Lakes and the dues are your smiles. For information please contact Lainy Sardina at lainysardina@gmail.com
or 480-895-9874.
Below is a list of upcoming events and we welcome you to join us.
Oct 9 SLJC Break The Fast Dinner
Oct 29 Marine Band Chandler Arts/Dinner
Men’s Club
The next Men’s Club meeting is scheduled for October 1st at 6:30 pm at the Chapel Center. Our speaker will
be author and stress expert Bill Svoboda. As always, wives and prospective members are always welcome. Bill
Svoboda will discuss how we can use survival strategies as game-changing forces in our personal lives, families, and organizations.
Future speakers are Jewish Free Loan Association and Kim Moyers- Downtown Chandler Development Director. A visit is scheduled for the PING Golf Club Factory 17-18 October 2019. Many have signed up for this
event and there are still some openings on October 18, 2019. Future events, visits, and lunches are being
planned.
For further information contact Steve Horowitz stevehorowitz@windstream.net.
Shalom Hadassah
Brought back by popular demand…..our POTLUCK LUNCH! Join us for a fun filled afternoon on October
15th at 12:00 noon for a Potluck Lunch at the home of Barbara Silverman (you will get the address and directions when you make a reservation). This was a great event last year and enjoyed by all who attended.
For reservations and an offer to contribute your “dish” please call Marsha Levine at 480-802-8911 or Marsha52@gmail.com.
Order your tickets now for the November 2nd performance of “Hello Dolly” at the Hale Theatre. What a great
show! For ticket info call Marcia at 480-802-9455 or Shelly at 480-802-3608. You don’t want to miss this
event.
On Tuesday, November 12th, we hold our regular meeting with a program at the Chapel Center.
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Adult Education
SLJC is planning a very exciting program for the year 2019-20. Rabbi Wiener and the Adult Education committee will be presenting many opportunities to attend courses this coming year.
On October 29th, Rabbi Wiener will speak on a very important subject that concerns us all entitled “Aging
Gracefully.” This will deal with both physical and emotional changes that we begin to observe. This will be a
gentle talk that will benefit all attending, finding ways of keeping positive and active at this time in our lives.
This talk will take place at the Chapel Center from 1:00-2:30. Please call Gail at 480-802-1832 and let her
know you will be attending. Looking forward to hearing from you.
HOLD THE FOLLOWING DATES:
January 28th, 2020: We are planning a very exciting panel featuring leaders from diverse religions and cultures. The panelists will be sharing what makes us more alike then different: Rituals on Birth, Coming of
Age, and Marriage. Jewish, Muslim, Native American, Christian and Hispanic. Very exciting! Be there.
Mark it down. Please call and make a reservation. Gail 480-802-1832
March 24th, 2020: We will be continuing our panel discussion. This time the subjects to be discussed by our
panel will be The Rituals Surrounding Death and the Beliefs About After Life.
Don’t miss these exciting opportunities. We are working hard for you to make this year special for you.
Put down these dates and call Gail 480-802-1832 for reservations.l
We will be continuing the Shabbat Salon Films Saturday, October 19th at the Vilage of Ocotillo.
ADDENDUM:
Rabbi Wiener has been asked by NAILS to be a lecturer for their adult classes at the Chandler/Gilbert College on Riggs and Alma School. He will be holding four classes. To enroll, you must go through the NAILS
registration process, which involves a one-time fee of $50 for the academic year. His course is outlined
below:

Mystical Nature of Humans (RS) #192
Wednesday, 1 - 3 pm. October 30; November 6, 13, 20
Week one - The Various Aspects of Human Characteristics: Humility - Character Angels - Joy - Negative vs Positive
Week two - Pain Experiences - real or imagined, and Fears - how to face them and
possibly eliminate them
Week three - Miracles - created by whom?
Week four - Love - Origins - Transforming need to Love
Sign up early before the classes are full.
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Community News
Lone Solder Program
The annual Hanukkah Greeting Letter Campaign has begun and will continue until November 20, 2019.
Packets with directions and stationary will be available in the lobby at all services until then. Please return
the completed letters to the box in the lobby.
Arrive at 2:30PM before the Friends of Israel speaker on October 27, 2019 and have a chance to write a letter
before the speaker!
Your letter will put a smile on the face of a Lone Soldier and make his/her holiday a little more joyous!!
You’ll also feel good!!. Please help us to support these courageous and dedicated young people who are defending the Jew homeland.
Friend of Israel

Friends of Israel, SLJC
Presents
LIEB BOLEL
President and CEO
Arizona Israel Technology Alliance
Tech in Israel and the Power of the American:
Impacting U.S. Israel Relations beyond Political Advocacy
Since he started the alliance in October 2017, he has facilitated the increase from 12 to 18 of Israeli companies
with operations in Arizona and led many trade delegations to Israel. His efforts were critical to recent announcement of the establishment of an Arizona Trade Office in Israel.
October 27, 2019, 3:00 PM
Chapel Center 9240 E Sun Lakes Blvd, N. Sun Lakes Arizona 85248
Free and open to the entire community
No Solicitations
NOTE: Lone Soldier Project EVJCC’s Hanukkah Greeting Letter Campaign invites you to arrive at 2:30
PM to write a Hanukkah greeting to Lone Soldiers and help them enjoy Hanukkah a bit more this year.
You’ll feel good!!!!
Chapel Center Treasure Sale
We are back! What Fun! It’s the Chapel Center’s Thirteenth Annual Treasure Sale. We are at 9240 N. Sun
Lakes Blvd., Phase One, across the street from the Club House in Sun Lakes. The dates are Friday October 18
from 7:00 a.m. until 1 p.m. and Saturday October 19 from 7:00 a.m. until noon. The Treasure Sale will have
really great items for sale donated by the people in the greater Sun Lakes area.
All the proceeds from this event go to support the Sun Lakes Chapel and Chapel Center, which hosts four congregations: The Sun Lakes Community Church, The Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation, The Sun Lakes Lutheran
Church and The Sun Lakes United Church of Christ.
If you have items to donate, please leave them on the back porch of the Chapel Center. If they are too large for
you to move call Butch at 1-612-743-5998 (e-mail at butchhall43@yahoo.com) and he will arrange for pick-up.
Please, no clothing, no TV or large electronics. See you there.
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SLJC Nominating Committee
The Nominating committee chaired by Wende Levy and members Alan Behr, Diana Nelinson and Gail Dante
met over the summer and are pleased to present the current slate of candidates to the Board.
Two current board members are running for re-election for a 2nd term:
Linda Brooks
Michael Abrams
Two currently appointed members of the board are running for election to their 1st term:
Michael Milgroom
Richard Agins
The fifth candidate for election to a 1st term is Marilyn Koss.
Please review the bios from the candidates and plan to attend the SLJC Annual Meeting which will be held on
Tues., Nov. 12th at 7:00 at the Chapel Center.
During the Congregational Meeting, each of the candidates will deliver a short bio describing their connection
to SLJC and their interest in serving the BOD. Assuming no other nominations arise from the floor, the plan is
to have them elected as slate that night and then be invited to attend the November board meeting to transition
and to get a grasp of the roles of the officers so that election of officers of the BOD can take place during the
December 2019 meeting.
Linda Brooks
I moved to Sun Lakes with my husband Bob, in May 2010, because our daughter had moved to Phoenix
two years earlier and we were tired of shoveling snow. We lived in Connecticut for 37 years and I was
very active in my synagogue, especially in Sisterhood. I served on the Sisterhood board for many years
as treasurer, program VP and fundraiser. I was in charge of the Sisterhood major fundraiser, our semiannual rummage sale for over 25 years.
Moving to Sun Lakes, I joined another Shul and quickly became active. I was co-president of Sisterhood for three years, and a member of the Temple board for six years in charge of our Lay Service
which was held once a month. I started several ongoing fundraisers.
We decided to join SLJC several years ago. I have always looked forward to being active in our Shul
and serving on the Board. At SLJC I started several fundraisers and hope to be able to do more in the
future.
Marilyn Koss
I graduated from high school at 16 and nursing school would not accept me because I was too young. I
went to school and became a dental assistant which I did for 5 years. I was married at 19 and had 2
children by the age of 23. When my youngest daughter entered 1st grade two women from Hadassah
rang my bell and asked if I would like to attend a meeting. I had no idea what Hadassah was but became
hooked that very first time. I worked my way up the leadership ladder and became president in 1980. I
also was given the Woman of Valor award in 1984. That all happened when I lived In the Boston area.
When I moved to Arizona I helped get the Rabin group (which is now the Devorah chapter) started. I
have been a member of the SLJC for several years and corresponding secretary for the Sisterhood for
the past 6 years.
Lastly, I have been a licensed Realtor for 30 years, 26 of those years in Arizona and previous to that four
years in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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Richard Agins
Richard Agins began his career in 1970 as the controller of a large New York construction company.
During his time with that company he earned his Master of Business Administration degree in accounting
and finance. He left the company in 1975 to join a public accounting firm and fulfill the requirements
to become a CPA. He earned his certification in 1976. After leaving the practice of public accounting
in 1977, Richard worked as Chief Financial Officer and Vice-President for a major New York City construction contractor, where he oversaw cost– and financial accounting, negotiated major material purchase
contracts and contract change orders, and managed the company’s quarterly and annual reporting for inclusion in the Forms 10-Q and 10-K filings of its parent company with the Securities and Exchange
Commission.
In 1984 Richard founded a management consulting firm with clients in the construction, manufacturing,
wholesale distribution and food production industries, in which he implemented efficiency and cost-saving measures that increased his clients’ productivity and profitability.
Richard became CEO of a fashion accessories design and manufacturing company in 1988, where he
took charge of operations, finance, sales and production until 2003, when he graduated from Pace University School of Law with his Juris Doctor, cum laude.
From 2003 until 2009, Richard was an attorney with Bingham McCutchen, LLP, where he worked on
major corporate restructurings, M&A transactions and corporate finance engagements for major insurance
companies and distressed investor/hedge fund clients. In mid-2009, Richard became a partner in a startup law firm with offices in Connecticut, New York and Pennsylvania. His book of business included
corporate and limited liability company formation, bankruptcy, employment law, commercial real estate
transactions, construction-related litigation, estate planning (Wills and Trusts), and immigration law.
In 2013 Richard moved to Arizona. He first joined a small law firm handling all of its bankruptcy, personal injury and corporate work. When that firm closed its doors late in 2014, Richard launched Agins
Law Firm, PLC, which focused its practice on estate planning, business transactional matters, bankruptcy
and elder law. Richard also served as in-house counsel for a CPA firm for two years during that time,
handling all of its legal transactional and litigation matters.
In 2019, Richard joined the LegalShield division of Davis Miles McGuire Garner, where he handles
business law, estate planning, probate, bankruptcy, construction, consumer finance, and landlord/tenant
matters.
Michael Abrams
Michael Abrams and his wife, Helen Bernstein-Abrams, have lived in Sun Lakes since 2014. Prior to
that, they lived in the Chicago area, where they both were born. Michael is a retired CPA. He was previously on the Board Of Directors of Ezra Habonim, The Niles Township Jewish Congregation in Skokie, Illinois, as well as the North Shore Chapter of the Illinois CPA Society and Stars Of David.
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October Milestones
Yahrzeits

Pearl Arnow
Rebecca Aronowitz
Sam Asbell
Rose Rokeach Baumrind
Betty Bendick
Joseph Benveniste
Abraham Bennett
Charles Cohen
Leon Cooperman
Samuel Eisenman
Joel Evans
Marion Feinberg
Flora Feller
Emanuel Fishman
Joe Forgang
Al Freed
Edward Freedman
Justin Friedman
Ann Frindell
Paula Garber
Bernice Groban Gilbert
Morton Ginsberg
Michael Goldner
Rose Goldrich
Louis Goldstein
Myron Granoff
Richard Green
Anna Greene
Beatrice Holstein
Charles Howard
Morris L. Jacobs
William Jacobson
David Joseph
Benjamin Kaplan
Louis Kornetsky
Florence Krauss
Jacob Levine
Bertha Levinson
Ruth Lubisch
Morton Memberg
Jacquey Moss
Milt Moss
Bonnie Olivia Pavef

Joseph Pessin
Myer Plotkin
Harry Plotkin
Bernard Polesky
Hyman Pollock
Selma Posniack
Richard Rubstein
Herman Schwartz
Sylvia Sharpstein
Sidney Shayman
Ida Sherter
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Louis Shienfield
Ralph Siegel
Gertrude Bernstein Singer
Manuel Smigel
Eleanor Strauss
J. Harold Taitsman
Philip Tener
Joan Warnecke
Helen Warshaw
Rachel Wiener
Sydney Wolin

Anniversaries

Birthdays

1
1
1
2
4
5
7
9
10
16
17
17
18

Elaine Dover
Lori Mangel
Carole Weiner
Alan Rubinstein
Doris Codkind
Rena Dolins
Diane Posniack
Anita Frindell
David Wagner
Carol Horowitz
Bety Dar
Susie Shapiro
Jerri Siegel

ONEG Fund

19
21
22
22
23
24
26
28
31
31
31

Ronald & Doris Codkind
Barbara Sommers & Kevin Murphy
Caralyn Brace & Cole Mowry
Helene & Stan Zimmerman
Linda & Arthur Mundis
Lois & Geoffrey Garber
Susan & Stephen Kubrin
Noel & Arlean Levine
Jeffrey & Joan Nieman
Susan & Lloyd Schaeffer
Carol & Jason Sherter

Thanks to Congregation Donors

Sisterhood
Family Fund
Ruth Dolin
Colette Goldstein
Chapel Fund
Marjorie and David Levinson
FlowerFund
Sandy and Len Schulman
Mickey Friedman

9
9
10
12
17
18
19
22
26
26
26

Michael Abrams
Roger Weissman
Ruth Kovac
Sandi Wiener
Mickey Friedman
Myra Buckner
Carol Silberstein
Barry Memberg
Joyce Dickman
Rochelle Schwartz
Howard Shapiro

Monthly donation

In Memory of John Becker
In Memory of Henri Glicenstein
In Memory of Milton Friedman
In Memory of John Becker
In memory of Bert Friedman

Yahrzeit Fund

Donor

In Memory of
September

Alvin Frankel
Anita Kolikoff
Harvey Fein
Howard Frankel

Solomon Frankel
Sam Kaplan
Ida Fein
Solomon Frankel
October

Sharon and Murray Siegel
Ruth Muenzer

Ralph Siegel
Jack Becker
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MEMBER INFORMATION / DUES FORM FOR SUN LAKES JEWISH CONGREGATION
September 1,2019 to August 31, 2020
Please complete the form below in order to update our database even if you have done so before and send
to: Bety Dar, 25427 S. Glenburn Dr., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248
Date:_____________________
Name #1__________________________________ Name #2___________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________ Phone:____________________________________
Your Hometown/State_________________

Your Hometown/State_________________

Email:____________________________________ Email:_____________________________________
Birthday: (Month) ______(Day) _______________ Birthday: (Month) ______(Day) _______________
Hebrew names (full name using transliteration, e.g. Reuven ben Yoseph or Malka bat Chaim
________________________________________

__________________________________________

Your Anniversary: (Month)______(Day)________
Yahrzeit (English month only) – if more then five, please add page:
Date

Name

Relation

__________

___________________________________

__________________

__________

___________________________________

__________________

__________

___________________________________

__________________

__________

___________________________________

__________________

__________

___________________________________

__________________

Membership per person $175 (includes one High Holiday ticket per member)
HIGH HOLIDAY TICKETS
Member’s children who are 18 years of age or younger are free. Please note child’s name and age on the
form to ensure that a ticket is provided to them.

The cost per ticket for adult guests is _$125__
Names of individuals you are purchasing tickets for:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Total Remittance: _________________payable to S.L.J.C
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A place where comfort
and exceptional care
come together.
That place is an SRG Community.
It’s where you’ll ﬁnd all levels of Assisted
Living services, a caring staff, and great
neighbors all rolled into one. Which is
why families call the comfort at
an SRG Community “amazing.”
Why not come see if you share that same
feeling at a complimentary lunch and tour?
Please call La Siena and The Village
at Ocotillo to schedule your complimentary
lunch and tour.

Independent & Assisted Living
La Siena • 909 East Northern Avenue • Phoenix, AZ • 602.702.5471
The Village at Ocotillo • 990 West Ocotillo Road • Chandler, AZ • 480.400.8828
SRGseniorliving.com

Visit our webside www.SRGseniorliving.com

ELIE WIESEL & PRIMO LEVI:

THE GRAY ZONE OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVAL

Professor Nancy Harrowitz of Boston University’s Elie
Wiesel Center for Jewish Studies will read written
works by two Auschwitz survivors, Primo Levi and
Elie Wiesel, and discuss how they started a new life
after surviving the Holocaust.

NOVEMBER 18 • 6PM
CHANDLER CENTER
FOR THE ARTS

250 N. ARIZONA AVE., CHANDLER

To purchase tickets, visit: evjcc.org/eliewiesel

908 N. Alma School Rd • Chandler, AZ 85224
evjcc.org • 480.897.0588
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STAY CONNECTED WITH
ORBITEL COMMUNICATIONS!
TiVo



Smart WiFi



Internet

GET THE ULTIMATE
TELEVISION EXPERIENCE!
ORBITEL
SMART WIFI

Ask About

Get fast, reliable WiFi in
every corner of your home!

Powered by Orbitel

INTERNET
SPEEDS!
Fast

50M

Faster

100M

Fastest

200M

Trust the Orbitel Team to keep
you connected. Call us today.

480-895-8084
www.OrbitelCom.com
Available in Orbitel service areas. Many factors affect speed. Actual speed may
vary. Minimum 50M Internet service required for Tivo. Call office for details.
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