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All meetings are held
in the Chapel Center
unless otherwise noted.
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RABBI IRWIN WIENERS*D

It was approximately 2,500
years ago that a prophet of
Israel roamed the countryside
preaching about the goodness
of humanity and how it could
be found in each of us. In fact,
he emphasized that the most
enduring force known to man
was the power of our ability
to conquer the wrongdoing
we witness every day.

There are many ways we can accomplish what was suggested
so long ago. For example, we can support institutions that give
others the ability to survive and even carry themselves with
dignity. Every day we witness the poverty and misery of those
less fortunate. And there are those among us who were more
independent but somehow woke one day to the progress

of time.

It is not enough to acknowledge the problems. We are
obligated, as partners with God, to ensure that the tear in our
society is repaired to the best of our ability. Each tear in the
fabric of our existence should bring us closer to understanding
our place in the journey we are embarked upon. Age should
not be a deterrent to reaching out to lend a helping hand.
Rather it should encourage us to do more because we have
been there and have seen the results of indifference. We are
nothing without purpose, and only when we lift a person who
has fallen can we, with pride, declare who we are and truly
comprehend the connection of Heaven and Earth.

This time of the year enables us to recollect as well as plan
for tomorrow. There is the custom of New Year’s resolutions
— a wish list of things yet to be accomplished and with good

Shanah Tovah

intentions attached. But it shouldn’t end there. The act of
making a wish should be connected to the action necessary to
see them completed. Some will falter and some will see their
dreams come true. There is no shame in failing but rather in
not making an honest attempt. That is the beauty of trying and
is our responsibility as God’s children.

Sometimes there are voids in our lives that require us to search
for new meanings. There are disappointments, tragedies,
illnesses, or not being able to communicate with a loved one
because of something that really is insignificant.

God does not expect us to succeed in everything we undertake
but is disappointed when we do not attempt to improve our
lives. The special ingredient in any attempt at connection with
God and receiving the salvation we all so desperately need is

a thing called forgiveness. Forgiveness gives us the ability to

heal from wounds that have been inflicted. More importantly,
forgiveness is a sign of positive self-esteem.

All these things are why a special time is set aside and
designated for new beginnings. We forgive, but never forget.
For it is through forgiving that we remain a blessing and it

is remembering that should help us refrain from repeating
our mistakes.

As we gather this Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in our
House that is a Home For All People, perhaps we should make
an extra effort to listen to the music, delve into the meaning
of the prayers, greet each other with extra kindness and
understanding, and then welcome a new beginning that will find
us in tune with one another. And there we will find God.

Shanah Tovah — Sandi and | wish everyone a blessed New Year.
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LONE SOLDIER PROJECT
HAPPY HANUKKAH TO LONE SOLDIERS
By Michael Cohen

Hanukkah 2023 seems far in the future, but it will be here
before we know it. Our campaign is expanding to over 40
sites around the entire state. Last year we sent about 1150
cards and letters to Lone Soldiers. Many of these letters
came from Sun Lakes. | would like to see us set a new high
number this year.

Why is it so important? Service in the IDF is exhausting,

both physically and mentally. Current security threats have escalated both physical and mental tolerance, making the
challenge more intense. Your letters or cards acknowledge that these young people from 80 different countries are doing
something much larger than themselves. They become aware that they our protecting the Jewish Homeland for all of us in
the diaspora. WOW! This notion energizes them to meet the daily demand of the IDF and brings a smile to their faces.

Happy Hanukkah stationery will be available at High Holiday services and can be returned at subsequent services. The
deadline is November 19 in order to get messages to Israel in time for Hanukkah. Remember, every Lone Soldier is
someone’s grandchild and deserves our attention. Questions? Call Michael Cohen at (480) 895-4660.

FRIENDS OF ISRAEL
RECENT NEWS FROM ISRAEL HAS BEEN AGONIZING

Since the election of the current coalition and the introductions
of Judicial Reforms, the Israeli news has evoked a full range of
emotions among American Jews who care about the Jewish
Homeland. The intense divisiveness within the Israeli society is
the greatest it has been since Israel’s birth 75 years ago.

Unfortunately, much of the media reporting of these events is
biased by the news outlets’ perception and interpretation of
Israel-Palestinians relations. Yes, there are serious problems,
which is reflected in all their Israel reporting.

Did You Know:

B 150,000 Palestinians work in Israel regularly (Haaretz, May
2023).

B 362,000 Palestinians who are primary residents of East
Jerusalem can live, work and travel freely as well as have access to free health care and social services.

B Only citizens can vote. (Council on Foreign Relations, March 2023)

As events evolve, | URGE you to connect with at least one Israeli news source. All of these (and others) have free daily
newsletters. News and opinions are separated.

B United with Israel
B The Times of Israel Daily

B /srael Hayom

To check the truth of what you have heard or read, go to: Honest Reporting; CAMERA (Committee for Accuracy in
Middle East Reporting and Analysis); The Jerusalem Post; NS Daily; Israel National News.
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